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Israel-Hamas War, Day 52 

Israeli PM's Office Updates Families of Hostages Expected to Be Released 

Monday. Qatar Mediating as Israel, Hamas Disagree on Hostage, Prisoner 

Release Lists
■ Qatar mediating between Israel and Hamas over lists of Israeli hostages,  

Palestinian prisoners to be released on Monday  

■ 84-year-old Israeli hostage hospitalized in life-threatening condition after release  

■ Hamas seeks to extend cease-fire  

■ Biden says U.S. aims to extend the fighting pause beyond Monday  

■ At least 1,200 civilians and soldiers killed in Israel since October 7,  

over 200 hostages still held in Gaza  

■ Hamas-controlled health ministry: 14,854 dead in Gaza 

 

Shalom Mishpocha. 

Please continue to pray for Israel and the IDF. To support Israel financially,  

please send in funds to Yachad Ministries and designate them "Israel." 

You can put this in the memo section of your check or in the notes section on PayPal. 

 

https://www.yachad.com/novembernewsletter.pdf
https://www.yachad.com/novembernewsletter.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=8EJKW75GX2G8G


 
 

 

 
 

Hostage Deal Was 'Deal with the Devil' But Had to Be Done - Minister Akunis; Science and 

Technology Minister Ofir Akunis spoke to Israeli media about the deal reached with the Hamas terrorist 

organization to free 50 of the 240 hostages who are being held in Gaza. “It's a very complicated issue 

because we are dealing with the devil. Hamas - this is the devil on earth,” Akunis said. “But we said that 

we will do whatever is necessary to bring out hostages home to Israel, to their families.” “If you want to be 

a leader, you need to decide in the difficult moments, not in the easiest moments. So I voted [in favor], 

with the majority of the government,” he noted. He stated emphatically that the four-day pause in fighting 

Israel agreed to as part of the hostage deal is not the end of the war against Hamas, but is “just the 

beginning.” “It's not a ceasefire, it's not the end. We will continue the war, and we will defeat the evil,” he 

said. Similar comments were made by IDF Spokesman R.-Adm. Daniel Hagari on Tuesday, November 21: 

“This is a long war, with many rounds. It has set goals and it will take a long time to get to them. We will 

get ready for the next stages,” emphasizing that any pause would be temporary and not a real long-term 

ceasefire. An Israeli government official said the deal is expected to see the release of 50 Israeli citizens – 

women and children in groups of 12-13 people over four days. In exchange, Israel has agreed to the release 

of 150 teenage and female Palestinian security prisoners. On Friday, 39 Palestinian prisoners, among them 

24 women and 15 teenage males, will be handed over to the International Committee of the Red Cross at 

Israel's Ofer military jail around 4 p.m., said Qadura Fares, Palestinian commissioner for prisoners. That 

would coincide with the planned handover at the Gaza-Egypt border of the 13 Israeli women and children 

scheduled for Friday. The ceasefire has already begun at 7 a.m. Israel time, and appeared to be holding 

shakily with no major reports of bombings, artillery strikes, or rocket attacks, although both sides were 

accused of violations. (INN / VFI News) 

 

Netanyahu: Red Cross to Visit Hamas Hostages, Provide Medical Assistance; Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu revealed during the ongoing Cabinet meeting on the deal to free 50 of the hostages 

held by the Hamas terrorist organization that the terms of the deal allow the International Committee of the 

Red Cross to visit the hostages who are not released and to provide them with medical assistance. This 

would be the first time the Red Cross has visited Israeli hostages held by the Hamas terrorist organization. 

The organization never visited IDF soldier Gilad Shalit during the five years he was held captive by 

Hamas, nor has it visited Israeli civilians Avera Mengistu and Hisham al-Sayed who have been held by 

Hamas in Gaza since 2014 and 2015, respectively. The Red Cross has been criticized within Israel for its 

failure to pressure Hamas to abide by international law and to allow the organization to visit its captives. 

Instead, the Red Cross has largely condemned Israel for its responses to Hamas’ attacks. “We are at war, 

and the war will continue until all our goals are achieved,” Netanyahu stated during the aforementioned 

Cabinet meeting, calling the return of the hostages a “sacred priority.” “Before us is a difficult decision but 
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the right one,” he said. “We will not rest until everyone is returned. The war has stages and the return of 

the hostages will have stages.” (INN / VFI News) 

 

IDF Arrests Gaza’s Shifa Hospital Head, Sends Him for Questioning as Terror Suspect; The 

director of Shifa Hospital in Gaza City was arrested by Israeli forces on Thursday morning, November 23, 

and taken for questioning by the Shin Bet security agency, Israeli officials said. Several other medical 

personnel from the hospital were also reportedly detained. A joint statement issued by the IDF and Shin 

Bet said Mohammad Abu Salmiya had been arrested and was being interrogated on suspicion of enabling 

the hospital to be used by Hamas as an operations center. “Mohammad Abu Salmiya was arrested along 

with several other senior doctors,” Khalid Abu Samra, a chief of department at the hospital, said earlier 

Thursday. The Israeli statement noted that “considerable evidence was revealed that the hospital, under his 

direct management, served as a headquarters of the terrorist organization Hamas.” It said Hamas used 

many resources from the hospital, including electricity, to maintain a tunnel system under the facility. “In 

addition, Hamas stored many weapons in and around the hospital,” the statement said, adding that there 

was “extensive terrorist activity” in the medical center which was under Abu Salmiya’s management. 

Previously, before the signing of the hostage deal, Hamas had made a last-minute demand that Israel 

withdraw its forces from al-Shifa Hospital. However, Israel vehemently rejected the demand according to 

a report from Israeli media, and it was eventually not included in the deal. (TOI / VFI News) 

 

Iran's FM Visits Lebanon: Hezbollah Planning Larger Attacks on Israel? – Analysis; Iranian 

Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian met with Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah on Thursday, 

November 23. The diplomat’s visit is important - first of all, it keeps up appearances that Iran and 

Hezbollah are working closely and that they back Hamas. Iranian regime media outlets said this was the 

diplomat’s second trip this month. He also traveled to Qatar to meet Hamas leaders, and he has been 

reaching out to Russia and Turkey. Additionally, with the Israel-Hamas ceasefire, Hezbollah now holds 

many of the cards regarding further escalation. Hezbollah has threatened Israel since the Hamas attack on 

October 7 and has used rockets, anti-tank missiles, mortars, and drones to attack Israel. The IDF retaliates 

after each incident which has led to a kind of equilibrium in the north. Further, the Houthis in Yemen, an 

Iran-backed terrorist movement who hijacked a ship this week, are also watching the meeting closely. A 

member of the movement warned that it would continue its attacks until the “demise of Israel.” The group 

also released footage showing Houthi terrorists landing a helicopter on the ship and Houthi ships 

surrounding the vessel, which they said was linked to Israel. Israel, however, says the seized ship was 

British-owned and Japanese-operated. Nonetheless, President Isaac Herzog commented on the hijacking: 

“If any further proof were needed that Iran’s network of terrorism and chaos is threatening the world, now 

comes the news that another Iranian proxy force, the Houthi militia of Yemen, has seized a merchant ship 

in international waters. Armed pirates hijacked the vessel ‘Galaxy Leader,’ en-route to India from Turkey 

through the Red Sea, in broad daylight.” (JPost / VFI News) 

 

2 Hamas Infiltrators Arrested in Rahat 1 Month After Massacre; Two weeks ago, Shin Bet and 

Border Police units captured two Hamas terrorists in the southern Bedouin city of Rahat, who had been in 

Israel for a month following the October 7 massacre, it was cleared for publication on Monday, November 

20. No IDF forces were injured in the arrest. Police fear that more terrorists who took part in the massacre 

of October 7 may still be lurking in Israeli territory, and so efforts to search for additional infiltrators 

continue. The two infiltrators were allegedly staying with a resident of Rahat who claimed to have not 

known who they were. One of the infiltrators is a known Hamas operative, while the other was one of the 

hundreds of Gazans who joined the Hamas terrorists during the October 7 massacre. According to Israeli 

media, the arrests were not publicized for two weeks due to concerns that the terrorists had been planning 

another attack inside Israel. Meanwhile, the spokesman of Hamas’s armed wing called on Thursday, one 

day before the ceasefire, for the escalation of the confrontation with Israel: “We call for escalation of the 



confrontation with the occupation throughout … all resistance fronts,” the spokesman for the Izz el-Deen 

al-Qassam Brigades, Abu Obaida, said in a video speech aired by Arabic media. (INN / VFI News) 

 

War with Hamas Costs NIS 1B A Day, Hitting Economy Harder Than Previous Conflicts; The 

war with the Hamas terror group is costing Israel at least NIS 1 billion ($269 million) per day and is poised 

to take a bigger toll on the country’s economy than previous conflicts, according to a report by global 

ratings agency Moody’s based on an initial estimate by the Finance Ministry. “While the uncertainty 

remains very high, we believe that the impact on the economy could be more severe than in earlier 

episodes of military conflict and violence,” Kathrin Muehlbronner, senior vice president at Moody’s, said 

in a report released late on Monday, November 20. The total cost of the war is estimated to have a price 

tag of as much as NIS 150 billion to NIS 200 billion, equal to up to around 10 percent of the gross 

domestic product, according to a recent report by the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS), cited 

by Moody’s, which last month put the Israeli government’s A1 credit ratings on review for downgrade. 

Further, the economic fallout is becoming increasingly apparent in Israel’s unemployment rates. 

According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, the jobless rate reached nearly 10% in October, fueled by 

temporary work losses affecting over 428,000 individuals. In October, the main unemployment rate 

remained steady at 3.4%. However, when factoring in the temporary loss of work due to the conflict, the 

rate reached 9.6%, with 428,400 people jobless compared to 163,600 in September. The employment rate 

for the same month dipped to 56.5% from 61.1%. The October 7 attack by Hamas terrorists on Israeli 

border towns resulted in the mobilization of nearly 400,000 Israelis to reserve duty, and approximately 

80,000 were placed on unpaid leave in the aftermath. (TOI /VFI News) 

 

Pro-Palestinian Protesters Disrupt Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City; Groups 

of pro-Palestinian protesters disrupted the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City, with some 

chanting and singing “Palestine will be free”, while others glued themselves to the street along the parade 

route. One group of protesters took to the parade route in midtown Manhattan and unfurled a banner 

reading, “Liberation for Palestine and Planet.” They called for an end to fossil fuels while supporting 

Palestinians in Gaza. The protesters wore white jumpsuits, doused themselves with red liquid, and glued 

their hands to the street to try to disrupt the parade. The crowd lining the sidewalk could be heard 

drowning out the chants with boos. NYPD officers were seen removing the protesters from the street and 

taking them away from the scene so that the parade could continue. On another part of the parade route, 

protesters waving Palestinian flags and holding pro-Palestinian signs were singing a variety of chants, 

including “From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free.” Some chanted, “There is only one solution, 

intifada revolution,” while others called for a cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war. (FN /VFI News) 

 

Druze-Israeli Kickboxer Wraps Herself in Druze, Israeli Flags As She Advances in 

Championship; Monia Heno, a Druze-Israeli from the northern village of Junis, has advanced to the 

semi-finals of the World Kickboxing Championship. She is already a reigning champion, having won the 

European Junior Championship in 2021 and the European Senior Championship in 2022. But Heno, 20, 

says this time is different: “This competition has a different meaning for all of us,” she said, a month and a 

half into Israel’s war with Hamas in Gaza. “I wanted to bring honor to the country and demonstrate to the 

world that we remain strong despite it all, each of us in our own area.” After defeating her opponent, a 

contender from Italy, Heno wrapped herself in two flags: the Israeli and the Druze. She invoked the 

memory of Druze soldiers in the IDF who have been killed in combat following Hamas’s October 7 attack 

in Israel’s south. “It was important for me to raise the Druze flag,” she said, “in memory of the sons of our 

community who have fallen in the war. We will remember them,” Heno vowed, “and the rest of our fallen, 

forever.” Several Druze-Israelis have been killed in combat for Israel since the October 7 attack. First 

Lieutenant Jamal Abbas, 23, hailed from the tight-knit community of Peki’in in the Upper Galilee. Lt.-Col. 

Salman Habaka, 33, came from Yanuh-Jat and was killed in battle in Gaza earlier this month. Staff-Sgt. 



Adi Malik Harb, 19, who fell in battle in October, came from the Druze village of Beit Jann, which has the 

highest percentage of fallen soldiers of any community in Israel. According to Israeli media, 64 soldiers 

from the Druze town have fallen in battle. (JPost / VFI News) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Robert I. Solomon: Messianic Rabbi, rabbisolomon@yachad.com 

Jeffery Blalock: Ministries Coordinator, jeffery@yachad.com  

Yachad Ministries, 950 Pine Grove Road, Roswell, Georgia 30075 

E-mail: info@yachad.com, Web Page: https://www.yachad.com 

Phone:  770-641-3000 (ext. 6) 

Sharing Yeshua in unity with both Jew and Gentile 
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