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In Hebrew, the word for Thanksgiving is toda. 

 Toda is a pure expression of thanks. Thanksgiving is an opportunity to thank God for the 

endless good He bestows on His children. This holiday is also a great time to express thanks 

and appreciation for the special people in our lives. 

” “Give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever

(Psalms 107:1) 

 

ISRAEL’S SEPTEMBER ELECTIONS FAIL TO ESTABLISH NEW LEADERSHIP: Talks between 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu and contender Benny Gantz broke down Tues. 19 Nov. 2019 a day ahead of secular 

right-wing Yisrael Beiteinu leader Avigdor Lieberman's announcement that he would support neither a right-

wing, orthodox-supported majority government helmed by Netanyahu nor a left-wing minority government 

led by Gantz and upheld by Arab party support. "There is no chance," said Lieberman, who holds kingmaker 

powers with the seats necessary to put either Netanyahu or Gantz over the 61-seat threshold needed for a 

majority government. He cited "anti-Zionist cooperation in the Knesset between the Arab parties and the 

Haredim" as the main reason for digging in his heels. Gantz failed to obtain enough Knesset support to form a 

government by midnight Wed.20 Nov 2019.  As a result, any member of Israel's parliament will now have a 

21-day window to seek the 61 seats necessary to become Prime Minister, after which, if no clear frontrunner 

emerges, a new election will be called.  President Reuven Rivlin upbraided Netanyahu and Gantz for failing to 

"set aside your election swords and clean away the dirt" and "show awareness of our sovereignty, 

statesmanship, and responsibility for the people of this dear land," calling the leadership's inability to arrive at 
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a self-definition "a time of unprecedented darkness" for the state of Israel. Attorney-General Avichai 

Mandelblit, also on Thursday, decided to bring up Netanyahu on corruption charges that have long been 

pending against him. 

 

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL TEAM SAYS NETANYAHU’S ATTEMPTS TO INFLUENCE THE 

MEDIA ARE STANDARD FOR POLITICIANS – NOT ILLEGAL:  There are three accusations in the 

indictment against Netanyahu. In what is known as Case 4000, the prime minister allegedly benefited a 

telecom company in exchange for favorable press coverage on the company’s popular Walla! news site. In 

another case called Case 2000, Netanyahu is accused of trying to make a deal with a newspaper publisher to 

advance legislation to help the publisher’s business in exchange for positive media coverage. In this case, 

there is no evidence that the media deal ever actually happened. Netanyahu's attempts to influence the media 

are standard practice for politicians and not criminal in nature, according to a high-profile international legal 

team that rushed to Netanyahu's defense during recent pre-indictment hearings.  A member of the Faculty of 

Law at Bar-Ilan University, Professor Avi Bell, said that "prosecuting a bribery charge in these cases is a 

mistake. Pursuing these charges is unprecedented in the democratic world. There is no case we can find 

anywhere in the democratic world where positive coverage has ever been considered a potential 

'bribe.’"  Finally, in Case 1000, the prime minister is accused of receiving gifts including jewelry, cigars, and 

champagne for his wife Sarah worth over 1 million NIS (about $300,000) from several wealthy friends. 

Netanyahu has maintained his innocence on all counts throughout the investigations. Both Sarah and the 

prime minister do admit to receiving gifts but claim there was nothing wrong since these were given from 

their personal friends. Netanyahu also claims that all three cases against him are perpetrated by leftwing media 

and political plots”.  

 

UN NUCLEAR WATCHDOG CALLS ON IRAN TO EXPLAIN UNDECLARED SITE: Cornel Feruta, 

acting director of the International Atomic Energy Agency, told its board of governors Thursday 21 Nov. 

2019 that Iran has not provided additional details about the discovery of uranium particles of man-made origin 

at a location that had not been declared, which appeared to confirm allegations made by the USA and Israel 

about a secret nuclear warehouse. "It is essential that Iran works with the agency to resolve this matter 

promptly," Feruta said.  

 

SANCTIONS CAUSING IRANIAN REGIME TO CRACK FROM WITHIN: The Iranian government 

might gain control of the streets once again, as has happened in the past. But the latest demonstrations reveal 

an uncomfortable truth: the Islamic Republic is increasingly a government without supporters. This current 

revolt represents a significant uprising by Iran's working class, which had long been viewed as supportive of 

the ruling regime. The government in Iran has forfeited much of its legitimacy, which suggests the USA 

should keep up the sanctions pressure to further weaken the regime's standing. Tehran's decision to risk a 

public backlash by sharply raising the price of gasoline indicates that Washington's economic pressure is 

forcing the regime to risk its political stability in order to prevent a financial collapse. Ignited by gasoline 

prices, the protests quickly turned to demands for an end to dictatorship, religious rule, and the bankrolling of 

Syria’s Bashar al-Assad along with the Hizbullah and Hamas terrorist groups. The protests are a testament to 

the effectiveness of Washington's maximum pressure campaign.   

 

JERUSALEM HAS ONE OF THE WORLDS ‘SMARTEST’ TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS: The 

City of Jerusalem was chosen as a finalist for the Smart City Expo’s award for the world’s ‘smartest’ 

transportation city, at last week’s competition in Barcelona, Spain. The Smart City World Congress event 

highlighted technological innovations and hi-tech urban planning in cities around the globe. Seven cities, 

representing seven different categories, netted awards at the expo, out of a total of 450 cities that competed. 

Of the 450 entries, 28 cities made it to the expo’s finals. Jerusalem, one of the 450 cities entered into the 

competition, was among the 28 finalists. While it did not win the award, Jerusalem was one of two runners-up 

for the Mobility Award, in recognition of the integration of its light rail train system and traffic light network 



with a cutting-edge artificial intelligence program. The timing of traffic lights across Jerusalem is optimized to 

give the city’s light rail trains faster rides across town. Since the integration of AI optimization into the traffic 

and light rail systems, ridership has jumped by 50%, from an average of 40,000 riders per day to 60,000, 

while travel time has decreased from an average of 80 minutes to get from one end of the light rail system to 

another, to 42 minutes. Oren Dror, CEO of Axilion Smart Mobility, said "Our Company is now working in 

full cooperation with Microsoft to implement solutions, working with the Technion and Tel Aviv University, 

in about 30 different cities, including some of the largest and most crowded in the world.”  

 

ISRAELI WATER-FROM-AIR-TECH FEATURED IN TIME’S 100 BEST INNOVATIONS: An 

Israeli Company leading the field in water-from-air technology has had one of its products featured among 

Time Magazine's Best Inventions 2019. The GENNY by Watergen looks like a standard water cooler but can 

filter up to 27 liters a day of clean, drinkable water directly from ambient air. The company, based in Rishon 

LeZion, says their invention will help cut down on domestic plastic waste by allowing families to ditch water 

bottles. All the unit needs to work is a source of electricity or solar power. The GENNY harvests water using 

patented heat-exchange GENius technology by collecting water vapor in the air and cooling it to its dew point. 

The water then undergoes physical, chemical and biological treatments followed by a mineralization process 

to produce safe, clean and fresh-tasting drinking water. Designed to operate even in high air pollution 

conditions, the unit's air filtration system then vents ultra-dry clean air back into the room, making it suitable 

for domestic use. Although Time opted to feature the GENNY, which is designed for domestic or small-scale 

use, the company's focus is geared more toward water-technology solutions for disaster relief or impoverished 

communities. The company has donated systems to authorities in Brazil, Vietnam, and India, as well as 

assisting with relief efforts during the California wildfires in 2018, and provided clean water to residents hit 

hard by the devastating impacts of hurricanes Harvey and Irma. 

 

USA NO LONGER CONSIDERS ISRAEL’S SETTLEMENTS AS ILLEGAL: Secretary of State 

Michael R. Pompeo in an announcement on Mon.18 Nov. 2019 said that the Trump administration no longer 

views Israeli settlements in the West Bank [Judea & Samaria] as illegal. He explained that "USA public 

statements on Israeli settlement activities in Judea and Samaria have been inconsistent over decades. In 1978, 

the Carter administration categorically concluded that Israel's establishment of civilian settlements was 

inconsistent with international law. However, in 1981, President Reagan disagreed with that conclusion and 

stated that he didn't believe that the settlements were inherently illegal. After carefully studying all sides of the 

legal debate, this administration agrees with President Reagan. The establishment of Israeli civilian 

settlements in the West Bank [Judea & Samaria) is not inconsistent with international law. The conclusion is 

based on the unique facts, history, and circumstances presented by the establishment of civilian settlements in 

the West Bank [Judea & Samaria]. Calling the establishment of civilian settlements inconsistent with 

international law hasn't worked. It hasn't advanced the cause of peace. The hard truth is there will never be a 

judicial resolution to the conflict, and arguments about who is right and wrong as a matter of international law 

will not bring peace. This is a complex political problem that can only be solved by negotiations between the 

Israelis and the Palestinians."  

 

ISRAEL’S  RIGHTS IN JUDEA & SAMARIA ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL LAW: Israel's 

rights in the West Bank [Judea & Samaria] did not originate with the 1967 Six-Day War. The Balfour 

Declaration issued by the British government in 1917 acknowledged the indigenous presence and historic 

aspirations of the Jewish people to re-establish their historic national home in Palestine. The Balfour 

Declaration received international legal acknowledgment and validity in a series of instruments, commencing 

with the 1920 San Remo Conference and was subsequently approved by the Council of the League of Nations 

on 24 July 1922. Following the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel attained control of Judea and Samaria from Jordan. 

However, Jordan was not considered by the international community as having attained legitimate sovereign 

rights there following its 1950 unrecognized annexation of the areas. From the legal point of view, since there 

existed no legitimate sovereign power, the classic laws of occupation were not legally applicable. The Oslo 



Accords created a legal regime that overrides any other previously applicable legal framework. The parties 

agreed that this arrangement would remain valid pending the outcome of negotiations between them. Despite 

attempts by the international community, through nonbinding political statements and resolutions in the UN, 

to prejudge the outcome of the negotiations by claiming that the territories are "occupied Palestinian 

territories," there exists no such legally accepted determination. The writer, former legal adviser and deputy 

director-general of Israel's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, participated in the negotiation and drafting of the Oslo 

Accords with the Palestinians, as well as agreements and peace treaties with Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon.  

 

UNDERSTANDING ISRAEL’S SETTLEMENT ISSUES: Approximately 200,000 Israelis live in eastern 

Jerusalem. Located just outside of Jerusalem, Ma’aleh Adumim has a population of 37,817 and is the third-

largest Jewish city in the West Bank, [Judea & Samaria] after Modi’in Illit, with 70,081 and Betar Illit, with a 

population of 54,557. Ariel, the fourth-largest settlement has a population of 19,626, according to the Central 

Bureau of Statistics’ 2017 database. On the Golan Heights, where Israel borders Syria, approximately 22,000 

Israelis live alongside 26,000 Druze. In March 2019 President Donald Trump recognized Israeli sovereignty 

over the Golan, the first country to officially do so. There are approximately 130 settlements in Judea & 

Samaria, ranging from small villages of 100 people near Arab towns to the college town of Ariel with a 

population of 19,000 to the Haredi Orthodox enclave of Modiin Illit, located just across the boundary from 

Israel proper, which has 70,000 inhabitants. On the Golan Heights, where Israel borders Syria, approximately 

22,000 Israelis live alongside 26,000 Druze.  
 

These Jewish communities include homes, schools, government buildings, shopping centers, and thriving 

businesses. Israel has long endured pressure from foes, and also from misinformed allies, who have insisted 

the Jewish state forgo even natural-growth construction towards meeting the need for additional schools, 

medical facilities, apartments, and shops in these populated areas. A complete construction halt has repeatedly 

been a public, or hidden, Palestinian Authority prerequisite for returning to peace negotiations with the Jewish 

state. The Palestinian hope behind this settlement-freeze demand is that Israelis will eventually agree to walk 

away from these thriving towns and neighborhoods and turn them over to their enemies in return for false 

peace. The Gaza Strip is an outstanding example of what happens when Israel and others fall for the lie of 

attaining peace with terrorist entities, who hate Israel and the West. The bad fruit resulting from the Gaza's 

“land for peace” deal has been unceasing Hamas terrorist rocket attacks, all manner of violence against 

Israel’s southern communities and years of Jewish work on homes and businesses obliterated. After the 

decision by the State Department to declare that Israeli settlements in the disputed territories of Judea & 

Samaria are not inherently illegal, the New York Times declared that this might "doom any peace efforts with 

Palestinians," as though there are any peace efforts with the Palestinians to doom right now or in the 

foreseeable future. For the past decade, the Palestinians have withdrawn from any realistic effort to forge a 

future for themselves in a land they might take as a state, and torpedoed negotiations when and if they ever got 

anywhere near a resolution.  

 

NETANYAHU: USA DECISION ON ISRAEL’S SETTLEMENTS CORRECTS HISTORICAL 

WRONGS: PM. Netanyahu on Mon. 18 Nov. 2019 lauded the USA's decision on Israel’s settlements: "The 

United States adopted an important policy that rights a historical wrong when the Trump administration 

clearly rejected the false claim that Israeli settlements in Judea & Samaria are inherently illegal under 

international law. This policy reflects a historical truth - that the Jewish people are not foreign colonialists in 

Judea & Samaria. In fact, we are called Jews because we are the people of Judea." Israel remains ready and 

willing to conduct peace negotiations with the Palestinians regarding all final status issues in an effort to 

achieve a durable peace but will continue to reject all arguments regarding the illegality of the settlements. 

Israel calls upon all responsible countries who hope to advance peace to adopt a similar position." Opposition 

Blue and White party chairman Benny Gantz likewise praised the USA's decision on settlements. "The fate of 

the settlements and the residents of Judea and Samaria should be determined by agreements that meet security 

requirements and that can promote a peace that will serve both sides while reflecting the reality on the 

ground."  



 

TAKING THE “ILLEGAL” OUT OF “SETTLEMENTS” ALTERS THE PARAMETERS OF THE 

CONVERSATION:  Almost any time you read an article in the international media about the settlements, 

somewhere the term "illegal settlement" will appear. On Mon. 18 Nov. 2019 Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 

said that this is not the case, that the USA does not believe that the settlements are illegal. This alters the 

parameters of the conversation because the USA is a significant member of the international community and 

does not share that view. Decoupling the words "illegal" from "Israeli settlements" is now formal USA policy.  

 

SUMMARY OF ISRAEL'S HISTORICAL RIGHTS TO THE LAND: Palestinian claims to sovereignty 

over portions of Israel, and particularly over Jerusalem, are illegitimate not only in light of biblical history but 

in light of centuries of history. Jewish identification with the land of Israel goes back almost 4,000 years to the 

time when God told Abraham to leave his homeland of Ur and go "to the land that I will show you" (Gen 

12:1). Israel became a nation 2,000 years before the rise of Islam in the seventh century BC  and has had a 

continual presence in the Holy Land for many centuries. The on-going, undercurrent of insistence that 

Jerusalem must be the capital of an independent Palestinian state, even in light of USA Donald Trump's recent 

recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel is especially ludicrous. Jerusalem has been the Jewish capital 

since the time of King David. Even when Jordan occupied Jerusalem, it never sought to make it their capital. 

Jerusalem is mentioned hundreds of times in the Hebrew Scriptures, but not once in the Koran. Mohammed 

never visited Jerusalem. The holy city is the rightful capital of the Jewish State.  

 

ISRAEL CAN NEVER ABANDON ITS SETTLEMENTS - NEVER RETURN TO THE PRE-1967 

BORDERS: In spite of decades of false Palestinian hopes and demands that Israel will return to its pre-1967 

borders which would include a divided Jerusalem and giving up its flourishing settlements for a false peace, 

Israel can never enter into that kind of agreement. It would leave the center of the country a mere nine miles 

wide and its borders indefensible. The Jewish State could be cut in two by an Arab tank charge in just 

minutes. Arab forces would be positioned all along Israel’s eastern border, including the areas that contain the 

greatest concentration of Israel’s population, including Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Haifa. Israel would be 

stripped of its protective Judea-Samaria mountain ranges. USA Lieut.-General Thomas Kelly, director of 

operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff during the Gulf War pointed out that Israel would be virtually 

indefensible without those mountainous areas.  An Israeli retreat to the pre-1967 borders would also include 

the re-division of Jerusalem. The Arabs would gain control of the Old City section of Jerusalem (known as 

“East Jerusalem”), which includes the holiest sites in Judaism, the Temple Mount, and the Western Wall. That 

area also includes the historic Jewish Quarter and the Mount of Olives cemetery, which is the oldest Jewish 

cemetery in the world. An Israeli retreat to the indefensible pre-1967 borders would encourage further Arab 

attacks and lead to an all-out war. 
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