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WHAT ARE ISRAEL’S BEST MEDICAL ADVANCES? After the Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan 

was named in the top 10 medical centers in the world, we wanted to reflect on some of the best medical 

advances produced by the Holy Land in recent years. Argo Medical Technologies’ ReWalk robotic 

exoskeleton has gained huge media attention for allowing paraplegics to walk and run, and it was even used in 

the London and Tel Aviv marathons. In addition to being featured in the TV show “Glee,” the ReWalk 

Rehabilitation model currently is used by patients in rehabilitation centers across North America and Europe. 

There is also a model for everyday use, known as the ReWalk Personal, and it is currently available 

throughout Europe and awaiting FDA clearance in the United States. The PillCam is still to date one of 

Israel’s most well-known and successful medical devices. Created by Given Imaging, the pill which is 

swallowed contains a small camera, making it an easier and less invasive form of an endoscopy and can detect 

disorders of the GI tract.  Nano Retina’s Bio-Retina, a tiny implantable device inserted into the retina in a 30-

minute procedure, turns into an artificial retina that melds to the neurons in the eye. Activated by special 

eyeglasses, the device transforms natural light into an electrical impulse that stimulates neurons to send 

images to the brain. The prototype is advancing quickly through clinical trials. 
 

Further developments are expected to be made in the fields of listening devices and dry eye treatment. In 

2007, Audiodent developed an innovative hearing aid that clips easily inside the mouth, using the teeth and 

jawbone to transmit sound to the brain – improving sound quality enormously, particularly in loud places. 

Looking at the future of medicine in Israel, Yaacov Nitzan of WhiteSwell has raised $30 million in funding 

for the treatment to remove excess fluid from lungs and other organs. The process uses a catheter and is 

minimally invasive, to treat acute decompensated heart failure (ADHF). London-based duo Yosi Romano and 

Ziv Leinwand’s new product called Brizi, is set to revolutionize air distribution for children’s prams. The 

built-in extractor pushes out unwanted air and passes only clean air to the baby in the pram, something that is 

well targeted for young parents and children in busy cities. 

http://www.yachad.com/aprilnewsletter.pdf
http://www.yachad.com/aprilnewsletter.pdf


 

‘A GOOD YEAR FOR THE ISRAELI ECONOMY’: PM Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday morning 31 

March 2019 received the Bank of Israel 2018 Annual Report from Bank of Israel Governor Prof. Amir Yaron. 

“I am pleased to present you with the Bank of Israel 2018 Annual Report," Yaron told Netanyahu, noting, 

"This was a good year for the Israeli economy, which is in a good situation. The report reviews many aspects 

of the Israeli economy, monetary policy, social benefits and the balance of payments, as well as short-range 

fiscal challenges and opportunities to improve long-term growth.” PM Netanyahu said that he was "pleased to 

hear it. The economy is in a good situation because our policy is good. We reached a unique achievement in 

which unemployment is at an all-time low and wages are rising rapidly. This combination is unusual and not 

self-evident, but it is a great achievement.”  

 

“I LOVE ISRAEL!” – BRAZIL’S FIREBRAND PRESIDENT LANDS IN TEL AVIV: For his first trip 

outside the Western hemisphere, new Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro chose to visit Israel, where he was 

welcomed by PM Netanyahu and a full honor guard on Sunday morning, 31 March 2019. Bolsonaro is often 

referred to as the "Donald Trump of Latin America." He and the USA leader have more in common than just 

right-wing ideology. Both are also friends with Netanyahu and appear committed to his reelection. Israelis go 

to the polls in less than two weeks, and Netanyahu wants to remind them that much of Israel's foreign policy 

successes in recent years rest on his personal relationships with leaders like Trump and Bolsonaro. Would 

Trump have moved the USA Embassy to Jerusalem or officially recognized Israeli sovereignty over the Golan 

Heights if Netanyahu weren't at the helm? Maybe, but maybe not. It can be argued that the centrist and left-

wing candidates vying for the premiership would have been far more apprehensive about making such 

requests of the Americans. Netanyahu, by contrast, is intimately familiar with the broad support, especially 

from Christians, that Israel enjoys in both the USA and Brazil, and knows how to leverage that support to 

score major diplomatic achievements. 
 

During Bolsonaro's brief two-day visit, Netanyahu is hoping the Brazilian leader will announce the transfer of 

his nation's embassy to Jerusalem. Bolsonaro promised to do so during his election campaign last year, though 

most officials haven't expected such an announcement to come during this visit. Instead, Brazilian sources 

suggested that Bolsonaro could announce the establishment of an official "business office" as a first step 

toward recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. Whether or not he moves the embassy this week, there 

can be no doubt that, as with Trump, Bolsonaro falls firmly on Israel's side in its battle against regional and 

global foes. "I love Israel!" the Brazilian leader said in Hebrew as he addressed those gathered to welcome 

him in Tel Aviv.  

 

NEW TOOL FOR DISPERSING RIOTS: ‘THE ROAR’: The IDF used a new system, the “Sha’aga” 

(“Roar”) to disperse the violent demonstrations that took place at the Gaza Strip border over the weekend in 

which tens of thousands of Arabs participated. Journalist Amir Buchbut reported that the “Sha’aga” is a non-

lethal riot dispersal system based on radio waves that was developed in Israel. The soldiers who used the 

system during the violent demonstrations said that it was very effective. On Saturday, 30 March 2019 the so-

called “Million Man March” took place in Gaza to mark the first anniversary of the so-called "March of the 

Return." Over 40,000 Arabs participated in the demonstrations. Rioters burned tires and threw explosives and 

stones at IDF soldiers.  

 

A SEAL OF THE SERVANT OF THE KING UNCOVERED IN CITY OF DAVID: A Rare and Exciting 

Discovery: A 2,600-year-old seal with impression bearing the words: “belongs to Nathan-Melech, Servant of 

the King.” The Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) reports that the seal was excavated in the City of David 

along the south-eastern slopes of the Temple Mount and is dated to the First Temple period. The name 

Nathan-Melech appears only once in the Bible, in II Kings 23:11, where he is described as an official in the 

court of King Josiah, who participated in a cleansing of the Temple precincts that King Josiah initiated. “And 

he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entrance of the house of the Lord, 



by the chamber of Nathan-Melech the officer, which was in the precincts; and he burned the chariots of the 

sun with fire.” The title “Servant of the King” (Eved HaMelech) appears often in the Bible and describes a 

high-ranking official close to Israel’s kings. 
 

Dr. Anat Mendel-Geberovich of the IAA notes that the fact that this official was mentioned by his first name 

alone indicates that he was known to all, and there was no need to add his family lineage. The seal was 

discovered inside an important public building that was destroyed at the same time as the destruction of the 

First Temple built by King Solomon. According to Prof. Yuval Gadot of Tel Aviv University and Dr. Yiftah 

Shalev of the Israel Antiquities Authority, the building where the seal and other artifacts were found was 

destroyed in the sixth century BC - likely during the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Large 

stone debris, burnt wooden beams, and numerous charred pottery shards were discovered in the building, all 

indications that they had survived an immense fire. The importance of this building can be seen, among other 

things, from its size, the finely-cut decorative stones from which it was built, and the high quality of the 

architectural elements found.  

 

EGYPT ANNOUNCES DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT PORT USED BY TEMPLE BUILDERS: An 

ancient port used to transport stones for the construction of temples and obelisks has been discovered in 

Egypt, according to the country's Ministry of Antiquities. The ministry said the main port used to transport 

stone along the Nile River from the quarries of Gebel el-Silsila was uncovered during an archaeological 

expedition excavating the ruins of Kom Ombo near Aswan. The port on the Nile's west bank extends over 100 

meters and lies about 200 meters from a large quarry. River silt and greenery were cleared from the area, 

revealing inscriptions and mechanisms for tying the boats. Gebel el-Silsila is an important source of sandstone 

in Egypt that has been widely used from the 18th dynasty into the modern era. Stone used to build temples 

was mostly cut in the area's quarries. The port's discovery is the latest in a series of recent archaeological 

announcements. Egypt is hoping to increase tourism interest in a destination that suffered following a 2011 

uprising. 

 

MAJORITY OF ISRAELIS CONSIDER TRAFFIC A CRITICAL NATIONAL ISSUE: Some 56% of 

Israelis believe traffic congestion is one of the three most critical issues currently facing the country, alongside 

public health and the price of housing, according to a recent survey by the Israeli-founded GPS navigation 

company Waze. Some 70% of more than 1,000 Israelis surveyed across the country said they sit in a long 

traffic jam at least once a week, and approximately half said they sit in traffic for at least 30 minutes most 

days of the week. Approximately one-quarter of Israelis also considered carpooling to offer a significant 

solution to reduce traffic. About half of respondents signaled their willingness to try shared transportation 

options, and 88% stated various incentives would encourage them to commute with others, including financial 

incentives, dedicated carpooling lanes and parking spaces for shared vehicles. Today, traffic crowding on 

Israel’s roads is the worst in the OECD, more than three times the Western average. 

 

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF VIOLENT RIOTERS GATHER ALONG GAZA-ISRAEL BORDER: 
Approximately 40,000 rioters and demonstrators gathered Saturday, 30 March 2019 in several locations along 

the Gaza security fence, the IDF reported. The rioters hurled rocks and set tires on fire. In addition, a number 

of grenades and explosive devices were hurled at the Gaza-Israel security fence in a number of different 

incidents. Most of the demonstrators are still gathered near tents set up close to the Gaza border. IDF troops 

have responded with riot dispersal means and fired in accordance with standard operating procedures.  

 

OVER 2,000 VIOLENT INCIDENTS ORIGINATED IN GAZA LAST YEAR: More than 2,000 violent 

incidents emanated from Gaza in the past year, Israel said last week. Palestinians in Gaza launched 1,233 

rockets, hurled 94 explosive devices and 600 firebombs across the security fence, and committed 152 acts of 

arson against Israeli forces. Rocket fire killed one Israeli and injured 126. Palestinian attacks on the security 

fence killed one Israeli soldier and wounded 16.  Arson kites torched thousands of acres of Israeli farmland, 



causing over $9.5 million in damage. Last week alone, a total of 55 terrorist attacks were recorded across 

Israel, bringing the total number of attacks in 2019 to 501.  

 

‘NO CHILD ON THIS PLANET SHOULD HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT ROCKETS’: Jason Greenblatt, 

the USA Special Representative for International Negotiations, on Friday 29 March 2019 called for an end to 

the violence around Gaza, as Gazans were preparing for violent riots along the border with Israel on the 

occasion of Land Day. Greenblatt retweeted a video prepared by the Israeli Foreign Ministry which 

documents Israeli mothers who live near the Gaza border and raise their children under rocket fire. “No child 

on this planet should have to worry about rockets or missile attacks - these brave mothers in Israel, who are 

sadly all too familiar with sirens, speak about the effects Hamas' attacks have on them, their families, and 

communities. The violence must end!” wrote the USA envoy. Last week, Hamas took things further when it 

fired a rocket which hit a home in the Sharon region, located more than 50 miles from Gaza, injuring seven 

people. Hamas initially claimed that the rocket was fired by mistake, later changing their story to say that "bad 

weather" caused the launch. However, on Tues. 26 March 2019, Hamas admitted that the launch had indeed 

been intentional, and was carried out at Iran's behest.  

 

USA TO PUT ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY OVER GOLAN HEIGHTS ON THE MAP: United States 

government maps are slated to be redrawn to reflect USA President Donald Trump’s official recognition of 

Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights. A State Department spokesperson said that the map changes 

would be “consistent” with Trump’s declaration, although he did not indicate how long it would take to make 

this change. USA Special Representative for Iran, Brian Hook, said the government would release them “as 

soon as they are ready.” Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria during the 1967 Six-Day War and 

annexed it in 1981. Until now, no member of the international community has officially recognized Israeli 

sovereignty in the area. Since Trump made his decision and then signed a ratified declaration a few days later, 

14 out of 15 UN Security Council member states have condemned the move.   

 

IRAN TELLS ARABS TO RESIST TRUMP’S PRO-ISRAEL MOVES: Iran on Friday 29 March 2019 

called on Palestinian Arabs to be “steadfast in their resistance” against USA President Donald Trump’s moves 

in support of Israel on Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. The statement came on the eve of “Land Day” and as 

Gazans prepared to hold marches along the border fence with Israel the following day. “The USA president’s 

recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, and the occupied Golan Heights as part of the illegitimate Zionist 

regime, shows clearly that Palestinian resistance and perseverance is the right path,” Iran’s foreign ministry 

said on its website. Trump last week signed a proclamation recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Golan 

Heights which was liberated by Israel from Syria during the 1967 Six Day War. Israel annexed the Golan 

Heights in 1981, in a move that has never been recognized by the international community. Iranian President 

Hassan Rouhani last week accused Trump of "colonialism" in the wake of the Golan move, saying, "Nobody 

could have believed that a man would come in America and against all international laws give away land 

belonging to one country to an aggressor.”  

 

THE  MORAL CASE FOR RECOGNIZING JEWISH SOVEREIGNTY ON THE GOLAN HEIGHTS: 
The name Golan appears for the first time in the Bible in the book of Deuteronomy as allocated to the tribe of 

Menashe. The Hasmonean King of Judea, Alexander Jannaeus, conquered the Golan in the first century BC, 

and settled the city of Gamla. The remains of the synagogue in Gamla is thought to date from the late first 

century BC. In the days of the Mishna and the Talmud (200-500 AD), many Jewish communities existed in 

the Golan, as evidenced by the writings of the Jewish sages and backed by archaeological findings. From the 

beginning of Ottoman rule in 1300 AD until the middle of the 19th century, the Golan was mostly a desolate 

frontier region ruled by Bedouin tribes. At the end of the 19th century, several attempts were made by Jews to 

resettle in the Golan, including on lands purchased by Baron Rothschild. At the start of the Six-Day War, the 

Syrians shelled the Hula Valley and the town of Rosh Pina, and Syrian tanks tried to advance toward Kibbutz 



Dan. In the last days of the war, the Israeli government decided to conquer the Golan Heights and put an end 

to the threat of Syrian shelling.  

 

OF COURSE THE USA SHOULD RECOGNIZE ISRAEL’S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE GOLAN 

HEIGHTS: In 2011, when the Syrian conflict began, Iran deeply entrenched its forces and its proxies in 

Syria, while Sunni jihadist groups like ISIS spread throughout the country. Israel recognized the obvious 

reality: if Syria regained control of the Golan, Israel's worst enemies would be in prime position to attack. 

With its strategic line of volcanic hills, the Golan gives Israel an absolutely essential topographical advantage. 

Moreover, Mount Hermon provides the Israeli military critical intelligence. Ceding the Golan to Syria now 

would be suicidal, allowing the likes of ISIS and Iran to target tens of thousands of Israelis. Israel has 

controlled the Golan for 52 years, and no Israeli government will ever give up the territory. So Trump's 

decision changes nothing; it just puts a stop to any delusional notions that the USA would pressure Israel to 

cede the Golan. Now the USA has made a statement that will deter Israel's adversaries from trying to conquer 

the Golan.  

 

GOLAN RECOGNITION TELLS PALESTINIANS THAT TIME IS NOT ON THEIR SIDE: By 

recognizing Israel's sovereignty on the Golan, the USA is telling the Palestinians that the next step isn't a 

better offer. It might be USA recognition of Israeli annexation of part of Judea & Samaria. If you think we 

won't do it, just look at the Golan. This kind of hardball is probably the only way to disrupt the totally 

irrational mindset of Palestinians that time is on their side - a mindset artificially kept on life support by 

decades of status-quo diplomacy. The writer teaches Middle Eastern history at Shalem College in Jerusalem.  

 

TOURIST RAV-KAV BUS-TRAIN CARDS NOW SOLD AT AIRPORT: Rav-Kav smart travel cards are 

now on sale for tourists at Ben Gurion airport. Since the smart card travel reform has been introduced in 

Israel's major cities in recent months, tourists have found themselves in an awkward situation. Unable to buy 

cards when boarding buses, they have been either forced to buy more expensive individual tickets for each 

ride or made hasty last-minute purchases at bus or railway stations without really understanding the system. 

The tourist Rav-Kav card called Israel Pass will be sold at a special stand at Ben Gurion Airport's Terminal 3. 

The anonymous pass (Israelis hold cards with their name, ID number, and picture) can be loaded with a 

specific amount for inter-changeable travel on buses and trains. Alternatively, tourists can buy daily or weekly 

cards for travel throughout the country. The cards also provide a 20% discount on entrance fees to Israel 

Nature and Parks Authority sites, which include Masada, Caesarea and much more. 

 

PENNSYLVANIA STATE REP. HORRIFIES DEMOCRATS WITH OPENING PRAYER 

HONORING YESHUA: Republican Pennsylvania State Rep. Stephanie Borowicz outraged Democrats by 

mentioning Jesus [Yeshua] 13 times in her invocation on the day of Pennsylvania’s first female Muslim 

representative’s swearing-in. Borowicz thanked Jesus, [Yeshua], “the King of Kings; the Lord of lords; the 

great I Am; the One who’s coming back again; the One who came, died, and rose again on the third day”, for 

the honor of being His ambassador, asked forgiveness on behalf of America for forgetting Him and for Him to 

heal the country, praised Him for President Donald Trump’s support of Israel and declared that "at the name 

of Jesus every knee will bow." Democratic Pennsylvania State Rep. Movita Johnson-Harrell, the first female 

Muslim representative in the state’s legislature, decried the prayer as offensive, as did state Democratic 

leadership.  

 

VIOLENCE RESUMES IN GAZA STRIP DESPITE EFFORTS TO REACH CEASE-FIRE: The Israel 

Defense Forces resumed strikes against Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip Tues. night 26 March 2019 and into 

the following day as a flurry of rockets was fired into southern Israel, including two toward the city of 

Ashkelon that were intercepted by Iron Dome. The exchange followed that of the previous night, when the 

Israel Air Force destroyed numerous high-profile sites in Gaza, including a “secret” Hamas headquarters and 

the office of the terror group’s leader, Ismael Haniyeh. During that offensive which came in response to a 



rocket attack this week that wounded at least seven civilians in central Israel, Hamas and other armed groups 

in the Palestinian enclave launched more than 60 projectiles at the Jewish state. An unnamed senior Hamas 

official told media sources Iran had ordered the launch of the rocket, which crashed into a house over 60 miles 

away. The official said the order was given to an Islamic Jihad cell in the coastal enclave, although Hamas’ 

leadership was aware of it.  

 

PA: UPSURGE OF TENSIONS COULD LEAD TO 'EXPLOSION' IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA: As 

all eyes are on the Gaza Strip following this week’s firing of a rocket at the Kfar Saba region and the 

subsequent Israeli military strikes on Hamas targets, the situation in Judea & Samaria is heating up, following 

a series of incidents in which five Palestinians and two Israelis were killed in the past two weeks. Palestinian 

Authority officials in Ramallah warned that the mounting tensions in the West Bank [Judea & Samaria] could 

grow into a “new intifada” against Israel. Several Palestinian factions have called for increased protests in the 

coming days. Hamas said that the Palestinian “resistance” in the West Bank [Judea and Samaria] will continue 

to “use all methods to confront Israeli crimes.”  The Hamas terrorist group in control of the Gaza Strip, 

according to PA officials, is trying to divert attention from its problems at home by inciting Palestinians in 

Judea & Samaria to carry out attacks against Israel.  

 

EU: WE DO NOT RECOGNIZE ISRAEL’S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE GOLAN HEIGHTS: 28 EU 

member states have rejected the United States recognition of Israel’s 1981 annexation of the Golan Heights 

from Syria. USA President Donald Trump signed that declaration in Washington this week, during PM 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit to the White House. But the move has been widely rejected by the international 

community. “The position of the European Union as regards the status of the Golan Heights has not changed. 

In line with the international law and UN Security Council resolutions 242 and 497, the EU does not 

recognize Israeli sovereignty over the occupied Golan Heights,” the EU member states said in a short 

statement issued on Wed. 27 March 2019. The previous day, five EU members of the Security Council also 

issued a statement against the move explaining that it did not recognize Israeli sovereignty over any territory 

Israel captured during the Six-Day War in 1967. This included; France, Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, and 

Poland. Acting USA Ambassador to the UN Jonathan Cohen defended the move, explaining that any peace 

agreement would have to address Israel’s security needs in the Golan Heights. “To allow the Golan Heights to 

be controlled by the likes of the Syrian and Iranian regimes would turn a blind eye to the atrocities of the 

Assad regime and destabilizing presence of Iran in the region,” Cohen said.  

 

‘TAKE IT FROM THIS BENJAMIN, IT’S NOT ABOUT THE BENJAMINS’: Israeli PM Netanyahu 

spoke via satellite to the AIPAC conference after cutting his Washington visit short in order to get back to 

Israel to oversee the response to escalating Hamas rocket fire. In the speech, the prime minister did not shy 

away from Rep. Ilhan Omar's anti-Semitic tweet trying to reignite the horrific libel that Jewish finances 

control the world. Netanyahu told the 14,000-strong crowd gathered for the American Israel Public Affairs 

Committee annual conference: “Take it from this Benjamin, it's not about the Benjamins. The people of 

America support Israel not because they want our money, it’s because they share our values.” Netanyahu went 

on to say that “those who seek to undermine American support for Israel must be confronted. They don't stop 

at criticism of Israel's policies but spew venom that has long been directed at the Jewish people. To all the 

anti-Semites out there – we stand up, we fight, and we win,” the prime minister said to roaring applause. In 

the 10-minute speech, Netanyahu also praised USA President Donald Trump for his recognition of Israel’s 

sovereignty over the Golan Heights. “Thank you, on behalf of all the people of Israel,” Netanyahu said. “The 

Golan Heights is indispensable for our defense. It's part of our history and we shall never, ever give it up. It is 

part of Israel,” the prime minister confirmed.  

 

DUTCH ISRAEL BOYCOTT SUPPORTER TRIGGERS ISRAELI WINE SHOPPING CRAZE: As a 

supporter of boycotting Israel, Mieke Zagt had no intention of marketing Israeli wine when she posted on 

Twitter a picture of it on sale at the Hema Dutch supermarket chain. The opening shot for the campaign was a 



tweet that Zagt, an Electronic Intifada contributor posted Mon. 25 March 2019. “Hey, Hema, you’re selling 

Efrat wine from Judean Hills as made in Israel. Is this possible? Efrat and Judean Hills are in occupied 

Palestinian land. Efrat is an illegal Israeli colony. Can you verify the origin?” Zagt wrote, attaching a picture 

of the bottles in question. In reality, the Efrat Winery is one of Israel’s oldest and located in Tsor’a, a town 

that is located within Israel’s 1949 armistice line. Despite its name, the wine is not from a disputed territory. 

But Zagt’s tweet ended in more than a geography lesson. Gideon van der Sluis, a Dutch-born Israeli business 

consultant, and several other pro-Israel advocates began engaging on Twitter with like-minded users about 

Zagt’s tweet. Within 24 hours it became the top-trending item on Dutch Twitter, with people from around the 

country using it with pictures of freshly bought Efrat wine bottles. Within hours, both the red and white Efrat 

wines were sold out from the online store of Hema - a huge chain with 525 stores in the Netherlands alone. 

The wine began selling even faster after Christians for Israel, an international group whose headquarters is just 

outside Amsterdam, posted an article on their website and Facebook page encouraging their many thousands 

of readers and supporters to buy Efrat Wines. Hema has declined to say how many bottles were sold, citing 

their policy. But they acknowledged that many of their branches as well as their online store have run out of 

Efrat wine. Esther Voet, the editor-in-chief of the NIW Dutch Jewish weekly, said she found the story 

amusing. “It’s hilarious,” she said. “Everybody started to buy Israeli wine.”  

 

ANCIENT JEWISH VILLAGE UNEARTHED IN EASTERN JERUSALEM: Impressive remains of a 

Jewish village from the Hasmonean period, approximately 2000 years ago, are currently being uncovered in a 

salvage excavation conducted by the Israel Antiquities Authority in the Shuafat neighborhood of Jerusalem 

where an elementary school will be built. The excavation has yielded remains of a large wine press containing 

fragments of many storage jars, a large columbarium cave (rock-cut dovecote), an olive press, a large ritual 

bath, a water cistern, rock quarries, and installations. The most significant feature of the excavation is an 

extravagant burial estate, which included a corridor leading to a large courtyard chiseled into the bedrock. The 

courtyard had an encompassing bench, with the entrance to the burial cave from its façade. The cave included 

several chambers, each with oblong burial niches chiseled into the walls. In order to respect the buried parties, 

and in accordance with the orthodox restrictions of disturbing the burials, the cave was sealed.  The earth 

which covered the courtyard of the burial estate contained some large building stones, some of which are 

elaborate architectural elements common during the 2nd temple period. The current excavation has only 

exposed a small part of a larger village that existed to its south. However, despite the limited exposure, the 

finds seem to indicate that the village was of agricultural nature, and among other things produced wine and 

olive oil, as well as breeding doves. Doves were an important commodity during the time of the Second 

Temple and in other periods as well, as meat and eggs were consumed by the people and also used for 

sacrificial offerings at the temple. 
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